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Access Independence offices are located at:
324 Hope Drive, Winchester, VA

More about disAbility Awareness Week on pages4, 5,6, & 7

Al HAS A FACEBOOKPAGHI FIND IT @
. Facebook Access Independence, Inc.



http://www.facebook.com/pages/Access-Independence-Inc/193121722897?ref=ts
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WHATG6S HAPPENI NG. : :

APRIL 3 (FRIDAY) & 6 (MONDAY) i Al OFFICES OPEN
APRIL 4i EASTERSUNDAY
APRIL 16523 ii diSABILITY Awareness Week 2010 PEN HOUSESEE PAGE)

APRIL 20 (TUESDAYJ}i Al BOARD OF DIRECTORSMONTHLY MEETING
4 P.M. (Al officesii 324 Hope Drive, Winchester)

APRIL 22 (THURSDAYYi GADGET TECHNOLOGY FUNFEST
4-7 P.M. (Al officesfi 324 Hope Drive, Winchester)

JUNE 12 (SATURDAYJi ROLL YOUR OWN

eés(]orz'n 2010 Legislative Téfufate
On March 14" 2010, the Virginia General guaranteed, that Congress will vote to extend
Assembly completed the state budget for the the enhanced FMAP in the coming months. This

fiscal years 2010 and 2011. Medicaid services  extension is, by no means, a certainty.
for people with disabilities faced many

challenges throughout the budget process. Ift he enhanced FMAP is ext
8 250 new ID Waiver slots will be created.

The introduced budget included several § Respite will not be reduced from 720 to

reductions to Medicaid home - and community - 240 hours per year.

based waiver services, including the elimination § Other waiver slots will not be frozen.

of consumer-directed services, a five percent § Podiatry and optometry services for adults

reduction in provider rates, a reduction of will not be eliminated.

respite care from 720 to 240 hours annually, § Provider rates will not be reduced.

and a freeze of community -based waiver slots. g - Financial eligibility for Medicaid will not be

reduced from 80%to 75% of federal poverty

Coordinated efforts from advocates all over level.

Virginia helped quash many of those proposals, ‘F hThe monthly income limit for g/er

?Ut thereds a catch. |g|b|t9 it tberedcé‘dfrn‘?éjOO%of
OFeder al Medi cal ASS'Sta§SFt§250/o%er§Ien ageo

FMAP. FMAP is the federal government cost
match provided to States for Medicaid services.

A temporary FMAP mcrdeasg was part of the ¢ Be sure to contact your members of Congress
Amerlcz_an Recovery an Reln\_/estment Acto and tell them to support the extension of the
2009 with the purpose of helping States manage .,nanced EMAP

the added cost of increased Medicaid
grls/qzlllamer:jt due to th_e rec:ers]smn.oI T?goelnohanced From: Kathleen Clarke,
is due to expire at the end o ) Al 8s Outreach & Advc

So, our attention now shifts to Washington.

Many States are now requesting an extension of
the enhanced FMAP. It is expected, but not To find your legisiators, see:
http://www.congress.org/



http://www.congress.org/
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Access Independence Board & Staff

Board of Directors:
Georzetta Ratcliffe,

President
Kimberly Shick,
Vice President,
David Booth,
Secretary)
Lisa Boone
Treasurer

Polly Damron
Loretta Farley
Cathy Longerbeam
Susan Murphy
Trish Dick

Mark Kennerly
Kevin Rhodes

Fay Dutton
Grantland Lloyd

Stalff:
Donald K Price, Executive Director

Joan Davis Operations Manager Personnel Manager
/ Representative Payee

Diane Starkey, Manager of Programs

Brenda Ernst /ndependent Living Specialist (ILS)
David Harrison, /ndependent Living Specialist (ILS)
Ana DeWitt, Administrative Assistant

Bettye Rogers Service Facilitator

Roseanne Campbel] Service Facilitator

Jay Robbins Service Facilitator

Kathleen Clarke, Outreach & Advocacy Specialist
Carmen Tipton, /nformation & Referral Specialist
Karen Harris, Finance/Administrative Assistance
John DeHaven, /nformation Technology Specialist

Virginia Mclinturff , Support Services Specialist
/ Edlitor of The Independence

Donna Day, Outreach Specialist for Deaf & Hard of Hearingi
call 711 (VA Relay) & requesif540)662-5556 (TTY).

The Independence

DISCLAIMER NOTICE:

Articles, comments, editorials, etc, inThe Independenceprobably do, but do not necessarily, reflect
the views of Access Independence (Al). Mention of any product, service, or event doesot
constitute any endorsement or recommendation by Al.

Co-edited by Donald Price, Kathleen Clarke, Joan Davis & Virginia McInturff

Prepared on MS Word® & MS Publisher® by Virginia Mclinturff.

Submit your mailing address changes, or deletions, comments, ideas, articles, or other writing to:
The Independence,Access Independence, Inc. 324 Hope Drive, Winchester, VA 22601

or by email: vmcinturff@accessindependence.org or call Virginia at (540) 662 -4452.

o0 Having Problems Using LogistiCare ¢

The Virginia Office for Protection and Advocacy (VOPA) is looking into the transportation
services provided by the Department of Medical Assistance Services (DMAS), LogistiCare, and
their sub-contractors. We ask that citizens who have (had) problems using LogistiCare, like

missing medical appointments, being injured during transportation, no-shows, late pickups, or inappropriately
long trips, to fill out the form at www.vopa.virginia.gov_, or contact your CIL.

At this time, VOPA is only collecting data to determine whether DMAS and LogistiCare provide appropriate
transportation services. If you would like VOPA to consider opening a case for your individual complaint, please
contact the Virginia Office for Protection and Advocacy at 1-800-552-3962, and ask to speak with an advocate.
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The PROCLAMATION of
disABILITY AWARENESS WEEK ./

WHEREAS, the United States Congress enacted the 2
Americans with Disabilities Act in 1990, prohibiting ([ &
discrimination against people with disabilities in
employment, public accommodations, transportation and
telecommunications; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Virginia enacted
the Virginians with Disabilities Act in 1985 to assure equal
opportunity to persons with disabilities in the
Commonwealth, and it is the policy of this Commonwealth
to encourage and enable persons with disabilities to
participate fully and equally in the social and economic life of the
Commonwealth and to engage in remunerative employment; and

~ WHEREAS, people with disabilities often overcome common o
misunderstandings about their circumstances and make valuable contributions
to their families and communities; and

WHEREAS, disability is a natural part of the human experience, and
individuals with disabilities deserve the same riﬂhts as their peers to live
independently, enjoy seHdetermination, make choices, contribute to society
and participate fully in the American experience; and

WHEREAS, family, friends and neighbors play a central role in
enhancing the lives of people with disabilities, and people with disabilities
benefit from having a network of supportive friends and family,
accommodating employers and community leaders who are aware of the needs
and abilities of Virginians with disabilities; and

~ WHEREAS, millions of people in the United States have disabilities, and
with the increasing age of our population, Virginians and Americans must
learn more about the special needs and abilities of this growing population; and

WHEREAS, agencies and organizations throughout Virginia participate
in disability awareness programs during disAbility Awareness Week to
enhance public understanding of and appreciation for the limitations and
abilities of people living with disabilities;

NOW, THEREFORE | (we) :
do hereby proclaim the week of APRIL 2&3, 2010 as dBELITY AWARENESS

WEEK, and | (we) call this observance to the attention of all our citizens, and |
(we) urge all residents to honor this occasion.

This is a copy of the sample Proclamation for disAbility Awareness we sent to Governor McD
and mayors of our planning district (Clarke , Frederick, Warren, Page and Shenandoah, and
of Winchester.) The returned Proclamations will be on display at all the disAbility Awareness
Week 2010 events. We hope you will stop by and visit Al and take time to see the real thing.
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